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   BROADWAY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES

of PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

held at 5 Russell Square, High Street, Broadway,

on Thursday, 22nd March 2007, at 7.00 pm

Present:

District Councillors D. W. Folkes and D. S. Noyes, Councillors 



M. C. Andrews, Mrs. L. A. Auden, R. G .Bryant,  N.Hilton, 



L. D. Keane, F. L. Penny, N.Robinson, Mrs. S. Stephenson, 



Mrs. J. M. Stock, C.E.G.Toye
In Attendance:

P.C.Gail Greenhouse, West Midlands Police



County Councillor Mrs. E. Eyre (from 7.10 pm)

(1)
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   Councillors R. W. Banks and R. Haslam  
(2)
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  None

(3)
POLICE REPORT:  PC Gail Greenhouse presented a report for the period 01:04:06 to 28:02:07 in which she noted there had been one hundred and twenty nine crimes in total (a reduction of seventy one compared to the same period last year) which amounted to a general reduction of thirty six per cent.  The highest categories of offences were vehicle crime at 13 and miscellaneous incidents, including criminal damage and theft, at 84.  There had been several complaints of anti-social behaviour on the Sands Estate, and whilst the identity of the individuals was probably known to the Police there had, as yet, been no confirmed witnesses to the incidents.  Regarding the issue of speeding raised at the PACT meeting, PC Greenhouse had conducted speed traps on Snowshill Road during which fifteen people had been caught exceeding the speed limit, and a further three had been caught on Station Road.  CSO Davies was undergoing training to issue tickets for offences under the Clean Neighbourhood Act, which included dog fouling and litter, as well as cycling on footpaths and flyposting.   
(4)
MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 27:01:07:   Proposed by Councillor Andrews, seconded by Councillor Mrs. Stock, and carried unanimously, the Minutes of the meeting held on 27th January 2007 were accepted as a true record, and signed and dated accordingly.

(5)
COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS:  

District Councillor Noyes noted that the completion of the CCTV system was imminent, and he hoped that the two initial cameras would soon be installed and working satisfactorily, after which the two further cameras should be installed as previously agreed in Part II of the programme.  As this was his last appearance as a District Councillor, the Chairman thanked Councillor Noyes for his input at the meetings and his help in achieving the CCTV project.  





County Councillor Mrs. Eyre outlined developments on the local determination of youth services to bring it closer to young people and to work closely with the District Council on which a full consultation would be conducted in due course.  In the meantime, a forum had been held at the Parish Office on the 2nd March, and Council had been circulated with Minutes of the meeting at which terms of reference were established and, as part of a programme of ‘quick wins’, a comprehensive package of  activities was being prepped for the Summer.  Councillor Robinson asked if cricket and football should also be included in the activities.  Councillor Toye asked what progress had been made in implementing the footpath improvements following the capitalisation of a project fund of £30,000 - £40,000, and Councillor Eyre promised to report back on this at a later date.  Councillor Robinson also alluded to the problem of water accumulation on Snowshill Road at Middle Hill, and Councillor Eyre agreed that this required remedial work.  Councillor Toye claimed that rubbish collections were not always efficiently undertaken, and Councillor Noyes asked for more detailed information so that he could deal with this matter more thoroughly.  
(6)
CORRESPONDENCE AND CLERK’S REPORT:


The County Council has issued its Highway Maintenance Scrutiny Task Group report which was discussed by Cabinet on 8th March.  


Fox’s Morris Men have requested permission to dance around the War Memorial on Saturday, 30th June from 3.30 until 5.00 pm. and have received approval from both the District Council and the Police for this event.  The Arthritis Research Campaign has provisionally reserved the Small Green for their annual mini-market on Saturday, 16th June;   St. Saviours request reservation of the Green for their garden fete on 14th July;  and MENCAP have requested use of the Small Green on Bank Holiday Monday, 27th August.  All dates are available and the matter of Public Liability insurance was in hand.  


The District Council has notified the Clerk that following the nomination of Mr. Les Barnett for the current Wychavon bursary, he has been invited to a reception to receive a Certificate of Commendation.  The winner of this year’s award was Mr. John Jordan, nominated by Hartlebury Parish Council. 


The Clerk of Childswickham Parish Council has written to the Clerk asking for details of possible sponsorship for the maintenance of the roundabout on Evesham Road.    Budgens has provisionally agreed to consider such a request.



A letter has been received from the Head of Corporate Projects at the District Council, Mr Brian Norfolk, requesting details of the landowners who would be required to give agreement in principle to enable the central car park to be extended.  The Clerk has now made contact with Mr. Christopher Houghton and Mr. David Renfrew, both of whom will have to be willing to sell some of their land for this project to be realised.  If agreeable, the matter will then be handed over to the District Valuer for further action.


Following the approval by Council in December to apply for Section 106 funds amounting to £11,000, the Clerk has since heard from Mr. David Owen that the actual cost of completing Phase II of the skateboard park improvements would amount to £14,750.  This increase is largely due to the need to pay for aggregates amounting to £3,172.  It had previously been thought that this material might be supplied free of charge from the Highways Department of the County Council, but apparently this will not be possible.  The Chairman, therefore, has authorised the Clerk to make a revised application for 106 funds amounting to £14,750 to enable this project to be realised.  There may, however, be a delay in securing these monies, as the District Council has not yet been paid for the Section 106 allocation from Chase Homes.


Following Council’s agreement that a letter be sent to Rooftops Housing Association regarding the litter problems on the estate near to the Co-op, the Clerk has received a letter from Ms. Juliana Crowe, Housing Director of the Evesham and Pershore Housing Association Limited, pointing out that as there are no litter picks organised in the months of December, January and February, the litter situation will have deteriorated during that period.  She would, however, be willing to co-operate with the Parish Council and Chase Homes on a joint litter pick later this year, which would involve both owner-occupants and tenants with the aim of creating more awareness of the litter problem.   


Communities and Local Government have issued a revised Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority members.  All comments would have been received by Friday, 9th March.


Following the January meeting when the Emergency Group was asked to obtain a quotation for measures to protect the War Memorial, a quotation from Acorn Smithy has now been received in the amount of £340 (this will be paid for from reserves) for the supply and fitting of a chain link fence to cover the main area of the steps of the Memorial.  The Emergency Group has authorised the Clerk to put this work in hand. 


Following vandalism to the bench directly adjacent to the War Memorial, Mr. Roger Haynes has declared it irreparable.  The cost of replacement will be £463.49 and has been submitted as an insurance claim, but the Clerk has since learned that there is an excess of £500 on any claims involving malicious damage.  The matter will, therefore, be discussed with the Broadway Trust before deciding any further action, but in the meantime the Clerk has asked Mr. Haynes to remove the bench for health and safety reasons.  Councillor Andrews proposed that each bench should be looked at on  a one-off basis, and this was seconded by Councillor Bryant who agreed that the bench by the War Memorial could be removed.  The proposal was unanimously approved.

The Steering Group of the TIC met on Wednesday, 21st February, in the Parish Office and a copy of their action points has been circulated to councillors.  The official opening day for the new TIC is planned for Wednesday, 20th June.


Following publicity about the Council’s stand on the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy, the Clerk has received three letters of support.  The letters were sent by Lady Wallace, Mr. Peter Riley and Mr. Michael Sanford, and were copied to the Regional Assembly and the County Council.


Council will recollect that approval was given for the Traders to hold a French market on the Green on May Day, but should now note that this has been changed to a Farmers’ and Craft Market.


The District Council has informed the Clerk that their DC (Policy) committee have now approved the Broadway Parish Plan for adoption by the Council as a Local Information Source.  This adoption formally recognises the hard work put in by the Community and the Parish Council in preparing the Parish Plan and implementing the action points to date.  This process also allows the Local Strategic Partnership to adopt the Parish Plan and ensures Council’s endorsement of the Plan is brought to the organisation’s attention.  We are asked to keep the District Council informed of progress in implementing the remaining action points and of any plans to review the Parish Plan in future.


The District Council has informed the Clerk that the draft supplementary planning document (SPD) and the accompanying sustainability appraisal (SA) for the re-use of rural buildings are now available for comments, which should be made no later than Friday, 20th April.  The documents are in the Reading File.


A letter of complaint has been received from Mr. Chamberlain of  Bloxham Road

regarding increased vandalism on the Sands Estate, requesting that the bench on Bloxham Road be removed to help deter further vandalism.  The Clerk has replied that the installation and maintenance of benches is a costly business for the Council and it was unlikely that Council would agree to have a bench removed purely on the grounds of preventing vandalism.  The Clerk suggests that if this issue continues to be a problem it is formally raised at the next PACT meeting to be held on 25th September to gauge the strength of feeling on the issue and to consider possible further action.


An application has been received from Mr. Grant of The Cobblestones, 3a The Green, to fell a tall pine tree on his property due to stability and health and safety grounds.  Council’s approval would still be dependent on District Council permission as the tree is subject to a preservation order granted thirty years ago.  Our own Tree Officer, Rachel Clements, has inspected the tree and agreed that it should be removed on the grounds given.  Councillor Andrews proposed that, subject to agreement by the District Council’s Tree Officer, the tree could be felled.  The proposal was seconded by Councillor Robinson and unanimously approved.

The Chairman and Clerk have had a meeting with Mr. Maurice Parkinson, and are now able to recommend his appointment as Parish Lengthsman subject to the scheme being started in the next financial year.  Mr. Parkinson is currently Lengthsman to Offenham Parish Council.   This appointment was formally proposed by Councillor Penny and seconded by Councillor Mrs. Auden, and unanimously approved. 


The County Council has now submitted its draft Worcestershire Integrated Passenger Transport Strategy 2007.  At present, commercial operators determine the routes, fares and frequencies of bus services but, in future, Council may have the potential to invoke statutory schemes to plan integrated systems which would be seen to address the needs of passengers.  Any comments should be submitted by the 31st May, and a copy of the strategy document is in the Reading File.


A letter has been received from Mrs. Gill Collin, Head of Planning at the District Council, regarding the Public Local Inquiry 3 – 6 July into Johnson Brothers at Honeybourne Airfield Industrial Estate, Weston Road, Honeybourne.  Mrs Collin states that her reason for writing is to encourage representatives of the Parish Council to appear at the inquiry to support the District Council’s defence of its refusal of planning permission for the proposed development.  She adds that the Planning Inspector will be influenced by a strong demonstration of public feeling about the proposals.  Also, councillors are better placed to provide local evidence of the harm caused by the heavy lorries passing through their villages.


Following publicity regarding the Council’s stand on the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy, the Clerk has received three letters of support.  The letters were sent by Lady Wallace, Peter Riley, and Mr. Michael Sanford, with copies being sent to the Regional Assembly and the County Council.


Carol Marsden, Senior Conservation Officer for the District Council has submitted a draft advice note on the use of Cotswold stone.  Comments are invited from Council and the paper is available in the Reading File.


Following the demolition of a lamp-post in Station Road by a lorry on 03:08:06, the Clerk has now received a cheque from the third party’s insurers for £691.55 in final settlement of the damage caused.  The lamp-post has now been replaced.
(7)
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS:



The third Broadway PACT meeting was held at the Lifford Hall on Tuesday, 20th February, at 6.30 pm, and was attended by some seventy residents.  The meeting, chaired by Councillor Folkes, reviewed the two key previous issues – rowdy and nuisance behaviour in public places, and upkeep of public open spaces particularly the cutting of verges and roundabouts at the entrances to the village. Mr. Gordon Franks and Community Support Officer Davies made brief presentations on the current strategy to deal with anti-social behaviour, and it was agreed in general that this matter should be kept in proportion.  The proposal to seek sponsorship for the maintenance of the roundabouts was presented with no comments from the public.  The public were then asked to identify their main concerns, and out of eleven issues raised, dog fouling was identified as the main priority, and in this respect it was agreed that Mr. Geoff. Carpenter, Environmental Protection Manager at the District Council, be invited to make a presentation at the next meeting.  The second highest scoring issue was speed enforcement, especially along Snowshill Road and Leamington Road, and the Police agreed to re-address this issue at the next meeting which was provisionally scheduled for 25th September at 6.30 pm in the Lifford Hall.


Village Design Statement:  A public meeting was held on Saturday, 10th March, at the Lifford Hall to (a) explain the purpose of the Village Design Statement, (b) to report on progress, and (c) to obtain feedback from the community.  The village had been informed of this meeting through a flier distributed with the March Newsletter.  A number of displays were available for inspection which included photographs of many aspects of Broadway’s buildings, open spaces and landscape, details of the conservation areas, details of the proposed Broadway Village Design Statement, and examples of other villages’ statements.  After a thirty minute illustrated presentation, there was a question and answer session with contributions from Councillors Eyre and Folkes.  Thirty-five people attended, and the meeting was well received.  Some fifty questionnaires have been received to date and these are now being analysed.  When this is complete the sub-group will meet again to plan the completion of the report, more than fifty per cent of which is now drafted.
(8)
CLEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD ACT & GREEN WASTE SITE:  The Clerk had circulated a report from Councillor Hilton summarising this Act, and Councillor Hilton produced photographs to demonstrate the litter nuisance.  He reminded councillors that there was support for action in this area from both the Parish Plan and the most recent PACT meeting.  It was still early days, but two councils, Tewkesbury  and  Cotswold, had both appointed litter wardens  at salaries amounting to somewhere between £25,000 and £35,000. for each post.  There was considerable discussion on this item during which it was suggested that if there was interest from other villages these costs could be shared between six to ten villages to help make the post more affordable.  Councillor Mrs.Auden suggested that in the first instance Councils should allow the CSO to fulfil his duties for which the police were providing free training, and then continue to monitor the situation.  This was seconded by Councillor Penny and unanimously agreed.  There was no agreement to provide a separate waste site for garden refuse in the village due to the problems of policing the site and preventing abuse.  
(9)
PLANNING:

Parish Council comments:

Meeting:  12:02:07

Application W/07/00068/LB

Lloyds TSB, 37 High Street





New Bank signage





No objections were raised to this proposal

Application W/07/00077/PP

MR. & MRS. HOLMES, Peasebrook House, Cheltenham Road





Double doors in lieu of window at first floor level as planning approval 




W/03/02014/Cu including new balcony.





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Meeting:  19:02:07

Applications W/07/00090/PP and
COTSWOLD INNS & HOTELS LIMITED


     W/07/00091/LB

Broadway Hotel, 11 The Green





Glass roof to central courtyard





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Application W/07/00142/PP

MR. M. RUDDY, 4 Bibsworth Lane





Proposed extension, conservatory and double garage





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Meeting:  26:02:07

Applications W/07/00207/PP and 
MR. & MRS. G. NORTON

  
     W/07/00208/LB

Swallow Cottage, r/o Halfway House, 89 High Street





Demolition of existing kitchen and shed and construction of new





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Meeting:  05:03:07

Applications W/07/00280/LB and
LYGON ARMS HOTEL (Furlong Cotswold Limited) 28 High Street


     W/07/00279/PN

Provision of replacement mechanical equipment on roof of garden wing.





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Application W/07/00202/PP













MR. B. J. SHARP, Quiet Place, Lifford Gardens





Erection of double garage and natural stone front boundary wall.





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Application W/07/00234/PP

MR. & MRS. J. MOORE, 15 Leamington Road





Two-storey garage/bedroom extension





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Application W/07/00258/PP

MR. & MRS. N. SMILES, Mawnan Paddock, Springfield Lane





Amendment to approved scheme W/06/01887/PP additional dormer window to 




front elevation.





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal.

Meeting:  19:03:07

Application W/07/00399/PP

MR. J. DITCHFIELD, The Old Stables, Gt. Collin Court, Collin Lane





Erection of conservatory





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal

Application W/07/00375/AA

THE GORDON RUSSELL TRUST, Gordon Russell Museum, Back Lane





Wall mounted sign of individual letters.  Free standing stone plinth 





incorporating salvaged slate sign. 





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal

Application AB/07/00334/AB
MR. R. M. HEMMING, Pennylands Nurseries, Evesham Road





Erection of steel framed barn for agricultural storage





The Parish Council raised no objections to this proposal

Application W/07/00310/PN

MR. G. SMITH, 27 Colletts Gardens





Erection of pair of maisonettes





The Parish strongly objected to this proposal for the following reasons:  




infilling;  insufficient parking facilities;  area is prone to flooding from nearby 




brook;  dangerous junctions

Application W/07/00341/PP

MR. & MRS. R. MAYMON, 11 Lifford Gardens





Changes to fenestration of front elevation (previous consent W/05/02305/PP)

Wychavon Approvals:

W/06/02256/PP 
Mr. & Mrs. Hardy, 4 Lifford Gardens





Revised details to first floor extension over existing garage, conservatory and 




new pitched roof over covered porch area (amendments to previous approval 




W/06/00376/PP)





W/06/02119/PP
I. M. Holmes, The Cottage, Rookery Farm, Middle Hill





Demolition of outhouses and construction of single storey extension





W/06/01941/PP
Mr. J. Williams, Glynthorpe, Colletts Fields





Erection of two storey side extension and open porch to front elevation.





W/06/01942/PP
Ms. D. L. Ross, 39 Morris Road





Erection of two storey side extension





W/06/02090/CU
Mr & Mrs J Mansfield, Southwold Hs. Hotel, Station Road





Change of use of part of owners’ accommodation to guest family suite with 




associated alterations to existing car parking area.





W/06/02095/CU
C. J. Holmes Ltd., Top Cottage, Bell Yard





Sub division of existing four-bedroomed cottage into two two-bedroomed 




cottages and two new dormer windows.






W/06/02205/PN
Lygon Arms Hotel Limited, 28 High Street





Temporary extension to existing car park (retrospective).





W/07/00029/LB
Mr. & Mrs. Charnley, Devonshire Cott., 60 High Street





Installation of solar panels

Wychavon Refusals:

W/06/02260/AA and W/07/00068/LB
Lloyds TSB, 37 High Street





NEW BANK SIGNAGE





W/06/02076/PN
Mr. & Mrs. S. Holland, 111 Sandscroft Avenue





Erection of one detached two storey house.





W/07/00002/PP
Mr. Nobes, Arran House, Station Road





Proposed single storey extension
 (10)
SCHEDULE OF PAYMENTS from 18:01:07 to 12:03:07 










     net of VAT

Cotswold Building Supplies / footpath work





106.06

Worcestershire County Council / street lighting maintenance
                     6,400.00

Norman Beasley / new swings






292.00

Norman Beasley / Recreation Ground maintenance




125.00

E. R. Vickers / Clerk’s net salary / January




         1,112.88

G. A. Tomkins / Asst. Clerk’s net salary / January




519.55

Wychavon District Council / Parish Council office rates



  60.00

Worcestershire County Council / pension standing order



279.00

Severn Trent Water / water account






  27.78

Scribe 2000 Limited / Scribe licence






245.00

Lifford Memorial Hall / hire (VDS)






  24.00

Unicom / telephone account







  26.83

Unicom / telephone account







  14.35

Worcestershire County Council / street lamp replacement



691.56

E. R. Vickers / Clerk’s net salary / February


                     
         1,112.89

G. A. Tomkins / Asst. Clerk’s net salary / February




444.13

Worcestershire County Council / pension standing order



279.00

Norman Beasley / repairs to play equipment





  41.00

E. R. Vickers / BT Yahoo Broadband






  68.91










It was proposed by Councillor Keane, seconded by Councillor Andrews, and carried unanimously that the above accounts be paid.

(11)
HARVEST FESTIVAL SERVICE – reservation of the Green


A letter had been received from Mr. John Hincks on behalf of St. Michael’s Church requesting special approval for the use of the Green for a Harvest Festival Service on Sunday, 26th August, and also to allow the Church to continue to have this approval in subsequent years.  Councillor Andrews proposed that Council should change its Sunday policy for use of the Green to allow this event and to give approval to the Church to do so in subsequent years.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor Penny, and Councillor Keane agreed that in future the Green should be used for any special occasion on Sundays.  There were six votes in favour and two against with one abstention whereby the proposal was carried.

(12)  APPOINTMENT OF PARISH REPRESENTATIVE FOR WYCHAVON                                                                                                                      
STANDARDS COMMITTEE: 


There was no interest from Councillors in being nominated to the position of Parish representative for the Wychavon Standards Committee.

 (13)
COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE AGENDAS:  None 


The Chairman closed the meeting at 08.10 pm 
NEXT MEETING:  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 10th May 2007
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