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HMS BROADWAY'S BELL MAKES A HISTORIC JOURNEY

HMS BROADWAY, a destroyer built in 1918. Photo from the Imperial War Museum

On Saturday 26th September three residents of
Broadway made an historic journey to Burnhamon-Sea in Somerset. They were transporting the
original ship's bell from the destroyer HMS Broadway, formerly USS Hunt, to the official unveiling
ceremony of two plaques on the Esplanade sea
wall by Captain Michael Garrick, USN, from the
American Embassy in London. This was followed
by a civic reception at the Princess Theatre, where
the bell was displayed in all its splendour. It was
afterwards returned to its permanent home in the
village, at the Lygon Arms hotel, where it has been
kept ever since Donald Russell offered it safe keeping when he managed the hotel, after the decommissioning of the destroyer.
The ceremony commemorated the transfer of fifty
WW1 American destroyers, part of the USA/UK
Lend and Lease agreement in 1940 to help our
floundering war effort. Known as 'Gift Horses', the
role of the destroyers was to protect our convoys
crossing the North Atlantic.
HMS Broadway had a distinguished record; probably her greatest achievement was in May 1941
when she took part in the capture of U boat 110 and
the seizing of an Enigma machine complete with

codebook - a seminal event for Bletchley Park,
though its significance was not realised at the time.
The history of this special naval connection of
Broadway with the sea and to the Second World
War is commemorated on the north wall of St
Michael's church, along with a memorial to other
fallen war heroes of the village. A facsimile of the
ship's crest donated by the people of Broadway is
also displayed there. (But do watch out for the
small step if you go to have a look.)
Councillor Neville Jones OBE, of Burnham-on-Sea,
the founder and organiser of the project, was aided
by the American Embassy and the Prime Minister's
Office. Connie Wilson, representing the Parish
Council, and Michael and Pat Blanchard, who
helped with the research, attended on behalf of the
village. They would like to give their grateful thanks
to all who contributed valuable information.

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - November 8
Service at the Broadway War Memorial, 10.50
am and at St Michael's church, 10.45 am
Wednesday November 13
Act of Remembrance at the Broadway War
Memorial, 10.55 am
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BROADWAY FIRST SCHOOL

BROADWAY YOUTH CLUB UPDATE

Christmas is almost upon us, and it's been a busy
term again.

I am pleased to report that we are gradually making
progress with the refurbishment and renewal of the
premises and equipment. The speed with which we can
do this does, however, depend on the raising and availability of the necessary funding.

Our new reception children and parents were welcomed by all in September; our very successful
'book and biscuit' sessions allow the children and
parents to get to know the school and also give
parents suggestions for helping their children with
reading.
This term we have set some school values and the
children have written a school song all about these
values. One of our values is ambition; we are ambitious for all our learners, and last year we were very
proud of our children, especially as all our Year 2
children achieved level 2 or above in the Year 2
SATs, and more children in Reception achieved
'expected' or above in the Early Years Profile Assessments.
Our children love taking part in community events;
this term they entered competitions in both the
Horticultural Show and the Food Festival. They won
top places in all the categories they entered and
pictures of their entries can be seen on the Broadway First School website.
We have also been enjoying making links with other
schools. We will be having a stall together with
Willersey Primary School at the first late night shopping event in Broadway, where we will be selling
jams and chutneys made for us by a local company
from produce collected by the children. Closer to
Christmas, the children of both schools will no doubt
be shouting 'He's behind you' as they enjoy a pantomime together at the Lifford Hall.
We hope everyone has a very happy Christmas and
a peaceful New Year.
THOMAS HODGES FOUNDATION
The trustees wish to remind everyone about the Thomas
Hodges Foundation and the funding that is available for
the benefit of children and young persons who are resident in the parish of Broadway.
Funding is available for those who are going to university
or other places of learning approved by the trustees and
also to assist entry into a profession or trade.
If anyone would like to apply for such funding please
contact the clerk, in writing, giving details of the proposed studies or profession.
Contact details: Kevin Beasley (clerk)
broadway.parish.council@unicombox.co.uk

This summer, nevertheless, we have managed to refurbish and install new toilet facilities (including facilities
for the disabled), and thanks to the support of an extremely generous benefactor we will shortly be carrying
out much-needed repairs and additional refurbishments
and decorations to the fabric of the premises.
With regard to fund-raising, I would like to take this
opportunity to thank those traders in the village who
have generously donated gifts and prizes for our fundraising events, and other villagers who have made generous donations. Your kind support is greatly appreciated.
Due to successful fund-raising activities during the last
12 months we are now able to provide more opportunities and facilities for the club members. When funds
allow we will be increasing these sorts of activities in the
future.
I am delighted to report that we are attracting more and
more members to the club, and numbers now stand at 48,
which is a threefold increase in the last 12 months.
Finally, I would mention that we will be holding our
Annual General Meeting at the club on the 25th November at 7.00pm, and I would like to extend a welcome to
anyone who is interested in helping or supporting the
club in any way, or wishes to see where we are and what
goes on. The club is situated off the Leamington Road
near Broadway First School, and if, in the meantime,
anyone wants any information or has any queries concerning the Club please feel free to call me on 853941.
Incidentally, the club premises are available for hiring (at
very reasonable rates) should any organisation, group or
club etc require premises for meetings, rehearsals or
whatever. For further information please contact me on
the above number.
Antony Holmes (Vice Chairman of the Broadway Youth
Club, and a member of Broadway Parish Council)
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NEWS FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
As we head towards Christmas we thought it would be
good for you to know what your Parish Council has
been doing towards the Christmas celebrations in
Broadway. At the last meeting, a grant was approved
which will pay for proper electrical connections to be
made for the lights in the trees, plus three more strings
of lights. So many people love the lights, it really makes
the village look magical, and we felt this was a really
worthwhile cause.
Other projects that the Parish Council have supported
include:A new sign outside the old Coach and Horses, Doug
Eyre did the art work for this and the sign was made by
Jeff Humpage.
A grant to the Youth Club to enable them to maintain
and enhance their toilet facilities.
A grant to Broadway Bowling Club for replacement
guttering on the club house.
Financial support to the Broadway Food Festival, which
proved to be a very successful event.
So many people have been enjoying the Activity Park
that some of the equipment is suffering from wear and
tear and is now in need of replacement. We will be
arranging replacement items in the coming months so
that our lovely park is kept fully open and enjoyable for
all. We really appreciate the support given by John
Hankinson and his team in keeping the Activity Park
neat, tidy and in working order.
The Parish Council is fully supporting the legal challenge in the High Court regarding the land on Leamington Road. This will be heard on November 10; we will
let you know the result in the next newsletter.
Members of the Parish Council have met with officers
from the District Council to discuss the Neighbourhood
Plan. Further meetings will be arranged, and if anyone
feels that they have something to contribute to the
production of the plan, please contact the clerk (Kevin
Beasley) or Councillor Gordon Franks.
The Council is aware that sometimes there is a proliferation of posters and banners around the village. Please
could organisers of events/shows use a minimum of
posters, put them up no more than two weeks in advance, and remove them as soon as possible after the
event. Your co-operation is very much appreciated and
if you have any queries then please speak to our parish
clerk.
The next Parish Council Meeting is on December 10 at
7pm in the Parish Office; as always members of the
public are welcome to attend.
If you need any more information or you have any
issues that you think the Parish Council could help you
with, please don't hesitate to contact the clerk between
10am and 1pm Monday to Friday.

BROADWAY COMMUNITY AWARD 2015
Each year the Parish Council invites nominations
in respect of the above Award, which was originally proposed by Dr. Walter Wentz in 2001, in order
to recognise the efforts of our residents who do so
much for the village without personal reward or
benefit.
As of last year, the Parish Council has decided to
give everyone in the village the opportunity to take
part and would welcome nominations giving reasons for choosing the person in writing on no more
than one side of A4 paper. Every organisation in
the village has unpaid committee members who
voluntarily give up their time to provide all the excellent resources Broadway has to offer. Would
you like to nominate one of these worthy people
for this Award? If so, please submit nominations to
the Clerk, Parish Council Office, 5 Russell Square,
High Street, Broadway WR12 7AP, or email
broadway.parish.council@unibox.co.uk to be received no later than 1st December.
The winner each year has their name inscribed on
a plaque which is displayed in the Parish Council
office, and will be invited to nominate an individual
group, charity, or similar body they wish to support, and the Parish Council will present a cheque
for £100 to the nominated recipient.
Previous winners - Mrs. Betty Phillips MBE, David
Jelfs, Mrs. Dottie Friedli, Martin Hopkins, Mrs. Jill
Cross, Les Barnet, Neil Hilton, Dave Smith, Mrs.
Frieda Jelfs, William Bailey, the Southern Family,
Mrs. Joan Parfitt, Roger Bailey and Graham Love.
NORTH COTSWOLD U3A GARDENING GROUP
The group meets at the Childswickham Memorial Hall
on the second Friday of the month from 10am-12
noon. If you would like to know more then please get
in touch with either Pat Boulter, on 852720, or Barbara Horden on the same number.
The next meeting is on November 13, and is a talk on
'Garden Design' by Jane Ewers, who works at Hidcote Gardens and is a garden designer.
The Broadway Garden Club will be holding its final
meeting before closing on Monday November 30.
There will be a talk by Jan Dolphin on 'Floral Art for
the Festive Season' which will be followed by a festive
drink and mince pies.

Kevin Beasley
Parish Council Offices
tel: 01386 854813
email: broadway.parish.council@unicombox.co.uk
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What’s On - Regular Events:
Mon-Fri term time 8am-5:30pm
Mon-Fri term time 9am - 3pm
Mon/Tues/Wed t/time
Mon-Sat 10am-4pm
Mon 9:15 & 10:30am
Mon 10am-3pm
Mon 11-11:30am
Mon 5:00pm AND 7:00pm
Mon 7:00-8:30pm
Mon 7:00-8:30pm
Tues 9:15am
Tues 4-8pm
Tues 6-8pm
Tues 6:45-9pm
1st Tues of the month 2-4pm
2nd Tues 8:30am
2nd Tues 10:00-11:00am
2nd Tues 3:00-4:00pm
3rd Tues 8:45 am
Wed 10am-12 Noon
Wed 10am-4pm
Wed 1.30-3.45pm
Wed 6:00-7:15pm
Wed 7:30-9:00pm
Alt Wed 2-4pm
Alt Wed 2-4pm
1st Wed. 12-2 pm
1st Wed 7:30pm
2nd wed 7.30pm
Last Wed 2:00pm
Last Wed 7:30pm
Thurs 9:15am
Thurs 10am-3pm
Thurs 10:30am-12noon
296738
Thurs 10:30am-12noon
Thurs 1:30-3pm
Thurs 6.30-8pm
Thurs 6-8pm
Most Thurs 8:45pm
1st Thurs 10:00am-1pm
1st Thurs 3-4pm
Last Thurs 1-3pm
Fri 6:30-7pm
Fri 6:30-8:00pm
2nd Fri 10am
Sat 10am-4pm

Little Friends of St Marys Breakfast, Preschool and Afterschool club; Rachel 01386 853337
Broadway & Towerview Playschool, Jude 01386 853780 / 07922025902
Aria Dance Company, classes for ages 5-17; Broadway Youth Club, Arianna 07951277847
Tourist Information Centre. Also open Sundays; Russell Square, 01386 852937
Cotswold Pilates; Methodist Church Hall, Michele 07929 035262
Signpost/Age UK alternating; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Bounce & Rhyme for babies; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Slimming World, Double Session; Lifford Hall, Emma 07762 740237
Girl Guides (ages 10-14) term time only; Ruth Jones 01789 772328
Yoga; Broadway 1st School, Marion Moore 01386 853715
Pilates @ Childswickham village hall, for info & other exercise classes Tess 07815 949970
Relate (by appointment); Signpost 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
T'ai Chi mixed ability class; URC Hall, Val 01608 652835
Broadway Whist Drive Club; The Court, Russell's Estate, Patricia 01386 853110
Table Games Afternoon for all ages+Refreshments; URC Hall, tel Mark 07949 296738
Breakfast Book Group; Russell's Restaurant, Elizabeth 01386 858588
Short Walks; from The Court Back Lane, followed by coffee, Kim 07854717430
Come and Meet Each Other (tea); St Michael's Church, 01386 853061
Book Club; Margaret 01386 852120
Knitting Circle; Tisanes Tearooms High St Broadway, Pat 01386 852444
Bric a brac stall; Broadway (GWR) Station; John 01386 584366
Broadway Parents, Toddlers & Friends, St Saviour's Church Rooms; Micaela 01386 859648
Broadway Beavers (ages 6-8); Anne 01386 830505
Broadway Music Makers Rehearsal; URC Hall, Martin 01242 603553
Neighbours on Line, Computer and Internet classes; URC hall, Mark 07949 296738
Family History Sessions; Broadway Library, 01905 822722
Evesham Dementia Café; St Mary's Parish Hall, St Egwin's Rd, Evesham, Helen 01684 891455
Childswickham Women's Institute; Childswickham Memorial Hall, Marilyn 01386 854661
Savvy, professional networking group, The Swan Broadway, 01386 853339
Broadway Library Readers group, 01905 822722
Broadway Natural History Society; Methodist Hall, 01386 852747
Piyo; Childswickham village hall, For info & other exercise classes Tess 07815 949970
Signpost; 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Looking After Yourself, Tai chi/musical exercise alternate weeks; URC hall info Mark 07949
Rural Read Book Group; Stanton Guildhouse, For current book phone Susan 01386 584357
Babytime; Apple Vale Children's Centre, 01386 859039
Broadway Cub Scouts (ages 8-10); Anne 01386 830505
Broadway Youth Club (ages 5-19); at Broadway Youth Centre, 01386 853013
Live Music (Jazz/Blues); The Crown & Trumpet, 01386 853202
Broadway Embroidery Group; Methodist Hall, Gill 01386 830604
Cancer Support Group; Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Citizens Advice Bureau (appointment advised); Signpost, 4 Russell Square, 01386 859029
Metafit & 7-7:30pm Piyo; both @ Childswickham village hall, For info Tess 07815 949970
Pilots (ages 4-18); Also on Sundays 10:30am, info tel Mark 07949 296738
North Cotswold U3A Gardening Group; Childswickham Village hall, Pat 852720
Bric a brac stall; Broadway (GWR) Station; John 01386 584366

This is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability. Please check with the event organisers to confirm details

FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT….
Having sent in a spoof planning application as the
last issue's contribution, imagine my surprise when
a copy of plans to build a car park in one of the
fields at the rear of the Back Passage appeared on
my doormat. Stranger than fiction! Well a meeting
was hastily arranged and views discussed. And, at
present, no plans have appeared..........we have
been saved by the appearance in the field of Japanese Knotweed, it has been sprayed and is dying
but dying could take 3 years.........au revoir car
park, j'espere.........
My other gripe is charity bags, you fill them, put
them out and no one collects them The current bag

is three bags deep. Oh, you smirk, you shouldn't
live in a back alley.
And finally, Barking (could only be!) Council will be
the first council in the country to use 'pooprint'
technology(trademarked) to identify dogs who
mess in the streets. From April next year, nation
wide all dogs have to be microchipped and it is
intended, in Barking, to "to have a scheme going
with local veterinarians where people can get the
swab and chip done together". The council plans to
introduce a public space protection order(PSPO) to
make testing compulsory. Don't believe this? Well,
it comes from The Guardian (28 April 2015) not the
Daily Mail.
Joan Clinch
The Back Passage
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JIM SCHMITZ
The Barbara Baker interview
I talked with Jim Schmitz to get a perspective on life in
Broadway from a relative newcomer, who lives here with
his wife and young son, has set up his own business and
is passionate about the village and its inhabitants.
"The question a lot of people ask when they first meet me
and hear my voice is 'Are you enjoying visiting Broadway?' I am originally from Ohio, in the U.S.
I trained and worked as a journalist, particularly in radio
and television. My first big TV job lasted only six months
because the news announcer left to star in 'The Jerry
Springer Show'! But that got me interested in communications and I went back to college, three years before people
knew the term World Wide Web. I did some research
work and was picked up by AT&T, the company founded
by Alexander Graham Bell, and spent nearly a decade
travelling across the Americas in different roles, eventually entertaining corporate dignitaries across the Continent.
I met my wife, Micaela, who is a musician, and we
married in New York. Soon after we moved to Holland,
but after two years I grew tired of lager and buses. A
friend, Ian Harper, who created the original Broadway
Village Website and helped get the Newsletter off the
ground, recommended Broadway. I found an old property
on Leamington Road, in need of repair and we have been
slowly refurbishing it since 2003.
In 2005 I decided I was spending way too much time on
the road so I started a very tiny company, Permutation,
which helps small local businesses with their technology
needs. If I had to give one piece of advice to an individual
or business it would be to back up your computer. Eventually your precious work, pictures, letters, will be corrupted
or disappear, whether it be a virus, a glass of water, a fire
- just backing up periodically will keep them safe.
I work from home or directly at the customer's business.
So, generally, Micaela and I can be happy living anywhere, but then our son, Max, was born and we wanted to
provide the best environment we could. We began to
consider where and how we lived and that is where Broadway really shines. I grew up on the outskirts of Cincinnati,
roughly the same distance, geographically and culturally
as Broadway is from Birmingham, so the idea of community and knowing your neighbours was quite familiar to
me. I also like that Broadway is a large, working village.
People could spend their whole lives only going ten miles
away and have all their needs supplied.
We were lucky to get involved in a lot of things early on,
like the Broadway Parish Plan, which got us out into the
community. So when we began to think about what kind
of people we wanted Max to be around on a regular basis,
a lot of our friends and neighbours were great candidates.
Many people in Broadway have a healthy respect for
ongoing education; there is a love of the outdoors and
exercise. People here are often much older than they
appear, which is always a good sign! Also, many are
extraordinarily kind.
When Max was born, Micaela was seriously ill and had a
very extensive stay in hospital. When you are trying to run
a small business, watch over a newborn and visit your
wife in hospital every day it is taxing, but a lot of local

people helped - some were friends and some, at the time,
we barely knew. They volunteered to baby-sit, bring
food, do my laundry and they made it possible for us to
survive the first couple of months. Micaela was actually
still in hospital when Max was baptised. The doctors had
no idea when, or if, she would be coming out. A friend
from Alcester, Father Richard Jones, performed the baptism and other people organised everything else. Friends
and neighbours, both Catholic and non-Catholic, attended. The Broadway community is one where we feel not
just welcome, but at home.
Max now goes to The Little Friends of St Mary's School
twice a week and he has been to lots of the early year
activities at the Children's Centre, next to Broadway First
School. We also have a top-notch activity centre: Broadway is very child and adult friendly. When I return to the
US I miss the ability to wander out of my house to a
restaurant or pub and then walk back home. I miss interesting neighbours and friends - people that I hope will
inspire Max and make him think, 'That's what I want to
be when I grow up.' "

Church Services and other events
St Michael's C of E: 1st, 3rd, 5th Sun 10.30am; 2nd &
4th Sundays 8am/10:30; Wed 10.30am
St Saviour’s Catholic: Vigil Mass Sat 5pm only. Daily
Mass Tues 10am, Fri 11am.
Methodist: Sun Service 10.30; open Fri & Sat 10am to
4pm for refreshments
United Reformed Church (URC): 10.30am, 2nd Tues
11am Service of Wholeness & Healing, Fri 27 Nov
Christmas Tree Festival Evening Band Santa; 4-6 Dec
Christmas Tree Festival Fri eve Band Carols BBQ
Santa Open all day
Baptist Church, Chipping Campden: Sun 10.30 at
Chipping Campden School (crèche & Junior Church
4-16 years), 6.30pm at the church
St Eadburgha’s: Services are held at 6:00pm on Sundays from Easter Day until Harvest Festival. Church
open daily 10am to 4pm in winter, later in summer.
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What’s On, One-Off Events:

Issue 057-04.ppp

Tues-Sun 10-5 till 17 Jan'16 Winter Exhibition 'Artist under Fire' Ashmolean Museum Broadway, Louise 01386 859047
7-22 Nov 11am-5pm daily Autumn Contemporary Exhibition; Little Buckland Gallery, Broadway WR12 7JH 01386 853739
Tues 10 Nov 1.15pm
Open Afternoon; Broadway First School, Lime Tree Avenue, Broadway, 01386 852485
Wed 11 Nov 5-6.45pm
Talk on 'Artists under Fire' Exhibition; Ashmolean Museum Broadway, call Louise 859047
Sat 14 Nov 11-3pm
WI Table top/Craft Fair (Local crafts) for Acorns; Childswickham Memorial Hall, 01386 854661
Mon 16 Nov 7pm
Broadway History Society; Broadway Methodist Church Hall, 01386 858841
Wed 18 Nov 10am-2pm
Bonhams Valuation Day; Ashmolean Museum Broadway, Louise 01386 859047
Thur/ Fri/Sat 26-28 Nov 7.30pm
Scrooge the Musical, Broadway Players at Lifford Hall, tickets from Shopwright or 01386 853530
Sun 29 Nov 3pm matinee Scrooge the Musical, Broadway Players at Lifford Hall, tickets from Shopwright or 01386 853530
Fri 7 Nov 5.30-7.00pm
Christmas Fete; Broadway First School, Lime Tree Avenue, Broadway, 01386 852485
Fri 27 Nov 5.30-8.30pm
Christmas late night shopping, Broadway 01386 859100
Sat/Sun 28/29 Nov
GWR Santa Specials steam; from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Fri 4 Dec 5.30-8.30pm
Christmas late night shopping, Broadway 01386 859100
Sat/Sun 5/6 Dec
GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Wed/Thur 9/10 Dec7.30pm Broadway Music Makers Xmas Concert; Lifford Hall Enqs & Tickets 854665
Sat/Sun 12/13 Dec
GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Mon 14 Dec 7pm
Broadway History Society; Community Room, The Court, Russell Square, 01386 858841
Wed 16 Dec 10am-2pm
Bonhams Valuation Day; Ashmolean Museum Broadway, Louise 01386 859047
Sat/Sun 19/20 Dec
GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Sat/Sun 19/20 Dec
GWR Santa Specials; diesel from Toddington Station, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Tues/Wed/Thur 22/23/24 Dec
GWR Santa Specials; steam from Cheltenham Racecourse, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Tues/Wed/Thur 22/23/24 Dec
GWR Santa Specials; diesel from Toddington Station, (pre-book) 01242 621405
Fri/Sat/Sun 26/27/28 Dec GWR Mince Pie specials; all Stations, no need to book 01242 621405
Tue/Wed 29/30 Dec
GWR 'Christmas Cracker' (intensive steam/diesel service - all stations), 01242 621405
Thu 31 Dec 2015/Fri 1 Jan 2016 GWR - Last chance to ride this season 01242 621405
This listing is a free service offered by the Broadway Communications Group. The Group takes no responsibility for non-deliverability. Please check with the event organisers to confirm the details of events.
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